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REMARKS 



The above amendments are made to more clearly define the invention under United States 
practice. Please enter this amendment prior to calculation of the filing fee. 



ALSTON & BIRD LLP 

Bank of America Plaza 

101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 

Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 

Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 

Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-1 1 1 1 

Customer No. 000826 



"Express Mail" mailing label number EL 836091 141 US 
Date of Deposit May 18, 2001 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United States Postal Service "Express Mail 
Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to Box PCT, 
Commissioner For Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 




Sarah B. Simmons 



Respectfully submitted, 




Raymond O. Linker, Jr. 
Registration No. 26,419 



CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 



CLT01/4479461vl 



In re: Chantal Cayeula et^Jf 
Inter'l Appl. No.:PCT/FR99/02826 
Page 6 of 7 



Version With Markings to Show Changes Made : 

1 [)] . [Use of] A composition which regulates the inflammatory response of enterocytes, 
the composition containing as an active agent a lactic acid bacteria strain capable of decreasing 
the production of NO by cultures of enterocytes preactivated with pro-inflammatory cytokines 
and bacterial LPS[, for producing a composition which regulates the inflammatory response of 
enterocytes]. 

2[)]. [Use] A composition according to Claim 1, [characterized in that] wherein said 
strain is also capable of increasing the production of NO by cultures of enterocytes preactivated 
with pro-inflammatory cytokines. 

|j 3[)]. [Use] A composition according to [either of Claims 1 or 2 characterized in that] 

Claim L wherein said bacterial strain is an L. casei strain CNCM 1-1518. 

=-* 5 

4[)]. [Use] A composition according to [any one of Claims 1 to 3, characterized in that] 
!L Claim L wherein said bacterial strain is the L casei strain. 

i 

K 5 [XL [Use] A composition according to [any one of Claims 1 to 4, characterized in that] 

H Claim 1, wherein said composition is in the form of a food supplement. 

6[)L [Use] A composition according to [any one of Claims 1 to 4, characterized in that] 
Claim L wherein said composition is in the form of a fermented dairy product. 

7[)]. Process for screening novel lactic acid bacterial strains which have properties 
which modulate non-specific immunity, [characterized in that it comprises the selection of] 
which comprises selecting lactic acid bacteria strains capable of inhibiting the production of NO 
by cultures of enterocytes preactivated with pro-inflammatory cytokines and bacteria LPS. 

8[)]^ Process according to Claim 7 3 [characterized in that it also comprises a step for] 
which also comprises a step of selecting strains capable of increasing the production of NO by 
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cultures of enterocytes preactivated with pro-inflammatory cytokines [and, optionally, a step for 
selecting strains which exert no effect on the production of NO by non-activated enterocytes]. 

9 [XL Process according to [either of Claims 7 or 8, characterized in that] Claim 7, 
wherein said strains are screened using cultures of lactic acid bacteria chosen from the group 
consisting of lactobacilli, lactococci, streptococci and bifidobacteria. 




